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an experienced old lady at suck work ; she under-
took everything, engaged to procure a midwife and
a nurse, to satisfy all inquiries, and bring us off
with, reputation, and she did so very dexterously
indeed.

When I grew near my time, she desired my
gentleman to go away to London, or make as if he
did so ; when he was gone, she acquainted the parish
officers that there was a lady ready to lie in at her
house, but that she knew her husband very well, and
gave them, as she pretended, an account of his
name, which she called sir Walter Cleave; telling
them he was a worthy gentleman, and that she would
answer for all inquiries, and the like. This satisfied
the parish officers presently, and I lay in in as much
credit as I could have done if I had really been my
lady Cleave; and was assisted in my travail by
three or four of the best citizens' wives of Bath,
which however made me a little the more expensive
to him; I often expressed my concern to him about
that part, but he bid me not be concerned at it.

As he had furnished me very sufficiently with
money for the extraordinary expenses of my lying
in, I had everything very handsome about me; but
did not affect to be so gay or extravagant neither;
besides, knowing the world, as I had done, and that
such kind of things do not often last long, I took
care to lay up as much money as I could for a wet
day, as I called it; making him. believe it was all
spent upon the extraordinary appearance of things
in my lying in.

By this means, with what he had given me as
above, I had at the end of my lying in two hundred
guineas by me, including also what was left of my
own.

I was brought to bed of a fine boy indeed, and a
charming child it was; and when he heard of it, he